accepted milestone in the life cycle. There is no sadness, 
only comfort and ceremony. 

In Ireland, we are told, 50% of the physicians are general 
practitioners compared to American doctors, 80% of 
whom are specialists. Indeed, we meet a wonderful GP 
named Dr. John Casey — the ideal country doctor who 
visits his patients in their homes and knows them and their 
families on a first-name basis. In contrast to American 
physicians in Sun City, his approach is ‘‘high touch,” not 
high tech. Dr. Casey apologizes for the lack of modern 
technology and facilities, but the viewer can’t help wonder 
if he and his patients are better off for it. 

The problems of the elderly in Ireland are similar. Many 
live alone in the community because their families have 
gone off to the cities to find work. But they are not alone or 
segregated. Communities are close knit, families are inter- 
related, and everyone looks after and respects the elders. 
Regular visits are made to elders’ homes by the physician 
and public health nurse. Respite for daughters is easily 
arranged at the community hospital when the burden of 
caregiving becomes too much. 


This series, and Life Support in particular, is very timely 
in light of the debate about health care and long-term care 
reform. The intent is to provoke discussion and inquiry 
among policy makers, legislators, physicians, and patients 
about alternative approaches to health care decision mak- 
ing. Is it appropriate to do ‘‘everything possible” to keep 
someone alive? Do we overemphasize cure at the expense 
of care? What's the point of saving an elderly person “at all 
costs” only to send him back to a community that lacks the 
resources to sustain him? These are the questions posed to 
viewers. This program would be especiaily useful in educa- 
tional programs targeted at health and social service pro- 
fessionals, particularly those aimed at physicians. Other 
programs in the series are: Temple of Science, Code of 
Silence, Conceiving the Future, Random Cuts, The Magic 
Bullet, Pandemic and Disordered States. None of these, 
however, deals exclusively with the elderly like Life Sup- 
ports. 


A. W.N. 
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